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A new statewide poll released Tuesday shows that 45 percent of
New Jersey residents support going forward with sports betting at
Atlantic City casinos and state racetracks despite the federal
government’s ban.

The Fairleigh Dickinson University PublicMind poll said that 38
percent were against moving forward without federal approval — as
Gov. Chris Christie plans to do. But when asked if sports betting
should happen in New Jersey if the federal ban were to be
overturned, 58 percent were in favor, up from 53 percent in 2011.

Casino gamblers, at least those who had been to one within the past
month, supported Christie’s plan 53 percent to 41 percent.

The “reality,” said Michael Busler, a fellow at the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at The Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey, “is that sports betting exists, whether on a legal basis or illegal basis, and media
studies have shown the dollar amount from it goes into the hundreds of millions of dollars. So Atlantic City, as
everyone knows, has been in a lot of trouble over the last four years, and they need something to help revive Atlantic
City. ... What they need to do is bring more people here, and sports betting will do that.”

A referendum to allow sports betting in the state was already approved in 2011 by a 2-1 margin, which allowed the
Legislature to go forward with a bill earlier this year. Meanwhile, the NCAA, MLB, NBA, NFL and NHL have all
sued the state to prevent sports betting from happening.

Currently, federal law allows four states, Delaware, Montana, Nevada and Oregon, to have sports betting because
they were grandfathered in before the federal ban in 1992. If New Jersey had joined them, it would have been the
fifth state.

“We had the chance to get sports betting in New Jersey (in 1992), but we wouldn’t even put it on the ballot for
referendum,” Busler said. “Now, it turns out, last November they did put it on the ballot and it passed.”

Christie’s view, Busler said, “is that he’s just going to go ahead and implement it ... and let the courts and (U.S.)
Justice Department tell him it’s not a legitimate thing to do. It’s kind of a gutsy way to do things, but he’s trying to
do what he can do to help Atlantic City.”

State Sen. Jim Whelan, D-Atlantic, said that he and others in the Legislature have advocated just that. He also
criticized the “hypocrisy” of the NCAA and sports leagues, who have stated in their lawsuit that sports betting
threatens the “character and integrity” of sports.

“(It’s) just overwhelming,” Whelan said Tuesday. “You watch ESPN, which the NCAA and other leagues are
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contracted with, and (they) tell you not only who they think is going to win the game, but who’s going to cover the
spread. The NFL is contracted with ESPN, and they can’t have it both ways. They pump up the ratings for their
shows, when they’re clearly referring to gambling, but as long as they don’t do it during games it’s somehow OK.”

Whelan was also critical of NFL owners such as the Glazers, who own both the Tampa Bay Buccaneers football
team and the Manchester United soccer club in England — where sports betting is legal — and also Caesars
Entertainment CEO Gary Loveman, who is a part owner in the Boston Celtics.

“What side is he on?” Whelan asked.

Assemblyman John Amodeo, R-Atlantic, also cited the poll and the recent referendum as support for Christie’s plan.

“I just think it’s evident that the governor wants to bring this to a resolution,” Amodeo said. “We’ve moved forward,
rather that wait to get the OK from (the Justice Department). The governor’s plan from Day One was to push it
forward, get an answer and make sports betting an issue nationally and in the state of New Jersey.”

Otherwise, Amodeo said, “if you just sit back after the legislation was signed and wait for an answer ... we could be
in litigation for three to five years. At least this way we know where it stands in the short term.”

Still, both legislators added that sports betting is not a cure-all for Atlantic City, which saw a 13 percent drop in
gross operating profit during the second quarter of this year compared to 2011, according to the Division of Gaming
Enforcement — mostly due to Revel’s $35 million operating loss.

“It’s not like it will be a great amount (of new revenue) or a game-changer,” Amodeo said. “But it will bring people
into town during big sports weeks like the Super Bowl.”

Added Whelan, “Realistically for Atlantic City, once we get it, other states are going to get it quickly. But at least
we’ll have a head start, and (casinos) will do a good marketing campaign.”

The statewide telephone poll of 945 registered and unregistered voters was conducted late last month, before the
lawsuit from the sports leagues. The margin of error is plus or minus 3.3 percentage points.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Contact Steven Lemongello:

609-272-7275

SLemongello@pressofac.com

Follow Steven Lemongello on Twitter @SteveLemongello

Posted in Breaking, Atlantic, Atlantic city, Casinos tourism, Sports, Top three on Wednesday, August 22, 2012 1:45
am. Updated: 6:16 am.

Story Commenting Notice

PressofAtlanticCity.com uses Facebook as its primary method for story commenting on the site. This
feature allows you to share easily content and comments with your social network, and you will be able
to see what your friends and other PressofAtlanticCity.com readers are responding to as well. Simply
log into Facebook below to post your comment. View our full terms of service and privacy agreement

Click here to report a comment as abusive.

My Shore Deals powered by ReferLocal



http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/breaking/nearly-half-new-jersey-residents-agree-with-christie-want-sports/article_364f87ac-ebd1-11e1-a020-001a4bcf887a.html

Page 3 of 4 23/08/2012 13:32 PM

Paid-295x100-Causeway Auto Verticle Sponsership Widget

Paid-300x250-Murphy Fence-Cape May News-Blinder *

News Home

Breaking News

Conversation With...

Lottery

National News

Local

Today's Top Headlines

World News

Connect with us

Twitter
Mobile
Newsletter
Blogs

WHEELS    REAL ESTATE JOBS CLASSIFIEDS BIZ
FINDER
Chevrolet Corvette is a Racehorse, Dream Car

The Chevrolet Corvette muscle car is a stalwart racehorse on the
racing scene and the dream car of millions of enthusiasts. From
teenagers to boomers, the 'Vette stirs the surge of adrenaline that
comes with open roads, open throttles and the r...    More »

www.motormatters.biz

SEARCH WHEELS

Search for Wheels

Place A Classified Ad »

Assuming that
they're all healthy,
which quarterback

should be the Eagles' No. 2 quarterback this season?

© Copyright 2012, pressofAtlanticCity.com, Pleasantville, NJ.
Powered by BLOX Content Management System from
TownNews.com. [Terms of Use | Privacy Policy]



http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/breaking/nearly-half-new-jersey-residents-agree-with-christie-want-sports/article_364f87ac-ebd1-11e1-a020-001a4bcf887a.html

Page 4 of 4 23/08/2012 13:32 PM

Click here to enter and view entries!


