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Nearby vendors see boost from new
Convention hall
Sept. 15, 2012, 11:41 a.m. EDT
The Press of Atlantic City (N.J.)

CAPE MAY, N.J. (AP) — Joe Bogle is selling more fudge, so he's pleased with
the new $10.5 million Cape May Convention Hall.

Bogle, owner of The Original Fudge Kitchen just east of the new hall on The
Promenade, is one of the many merchants reporting an increase in sales since
the hall opened Memorial Day weekend.

"It's certainly helped our business. I wouldn't call it a dramatic increase, but it
helped. We stay open all the time, and last winter it was tough," Bogle told
The Press of Atlantic City ().

Convention centers can add millions in revenue to a tourist economy. Their
biggest impact is not felt in the summer, but in the off-season, when concerts,
conferences and other events draw people who might not be visiting
otherwise.

Cape May can look to find its place in the convention market in September,
October, November, March, April and May, the months when the weather is
usually still comfortable enough for visitors to come to the shore, said Richard
Stockton College associate professor Michael Busler, an economist and fellow
at the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at the college.

"Numerous organizations hold conventions annually. Cape May might be able
to find a niche in the market that doesn't require 10,000 rooms," Busler said.

This summer's bump in business follows some of the worst years on the
beachfront since the old hall closed in 2008 and the city's only movie theater,
located across the street, was demolished last year, so local business owners
say they noticed a difference this summer.

The city is pleased with how the center has proved itself as a performing arts
center, drawing thousands to concerts. Next, the city is looking to host
seminars and conferences to add to that aspect of the building. A one-day
social media conference is scheduled for Sept. 17.

While it's too soon to assess the economic impact Cape May's hall will have on
the city's tourism economy, it is clear there is potential.

John Siciliano, executive director of the Greater Wildwoods Tourism
Improvement and Development Authority, said the Wildwoods Convention
Center, which hosts about 220 event days and 151 groups each year, brings in
240,000 visitors annually and 132,000 room nights.

The center has contributed what he estimated to be more than $200 million
to the local economy since 2002.

"We are now doing things in February and March and October and November
we could never do before," Siciliano said.

Busler said the Wildwoods Convention Center is an example of a facility
outside Atlantic City that has found its place in the convention market, hosting
what are known as SMERF events: Social, Military, Educational, Recreational
and Fraternal conventions and groups.

If Cape May could find its own unique market, then those off-season months
could become a boon, Busler said.

Before it closed, the old Convention Hall hosted 260 events a year; Mayor Ed
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Mahaney said he expects the new hall to host that many events by its first
anniversary. The timetable for building a strong business base for fall will
take longer — three to four years, he estimated.

But with the new hall gaining momentum, Matt Morrow, owner of Morrow's
Nut House, a Promenade landmark since the 1950s, said he's not ruling out
staying open longer, possibly through Thanksgiving. Morrow's has been
closing on Columbus Day weekend.

There are still some problems: The movie theater is gone and nothing has
been built to replace it. There are four vacant storefronts next door. A plan to
build condominiums seems to be on hold due to the economy. Talk of building
a boutique hotel on the site hasn't gained much traction.

"I don't even care if it's another restaurant. We need to fill up those stores,"
said Jane Wood, who owns Zoe's, an eatery on the corner.

The city has yet to rent out one of its two retail spaces in the new hall,
although it did fill one with Pete Smith's Surf Shop through a contract that
guaranteed it stays open in the shoulder seasons but at a reduced rent.

"I made a commitment to this store. I had to have trust in the city, and so far
it seems to be a worthwhile investment. The real name of the game is the off
season," said Bill Lauth, owner of the surf shop.

The key may be the type of events the hall draws. The summer featured quite
a few concerts with bands from the 1960s, which were very successful,
although merchants complained that most concertgoers left right after the
show.

"Events were at night. They go to the event and go home. It's an older crowd
and they don't go out and eat and drink," Wood said. Wood, however, said
business was decent this summer and she feels it will improve.

"The Bird Show is coming back this year. That's always a big event for us,"
Wood said.

The New Jersey Audubon Society put on the Bird Show at the old hall for
years and will bring it back this fall, Oct. 26-28, for its 66th year. Fall events
also include a bridal show, arts and crafts fairs, and the Exit 0 International
Jazz Festival in November.

Mahaney said plans are also being made for Christmas events in December,
including a free holiday show, concerts, and roller skating during the winter
months. Some private weddings are also scheduled, which will draw people to
the beachfront. Mahaney said there are also several people interested in the
empty retail space at the hall.

And while the national economy could keep some visitors away, Mahaney has
argued that poor economic times are a good time to fix up the city's
infrastructure, to be ready when the economy bounces back.

Meanwhile, events such as the free movies on the beach create good will with
tourists, basically thanking them for coming, something Mahaney said should
pay off in the future.

___

Information from: The Press of Atlantic City (N.J.),
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com

(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/water-may-taste-
smell-different-in-3-nj-
towns/b7e76d868e35475
783483317f531af58)
Sept. 17, 2012, 5:54
a.m. EDT

Steelers' defense steps
up, shuts down Jets
27-10 (/newsflash
/index.ssf/story/steelers-
defense-steps-up-shuts-
down-jets-
27-10/1b838af6a0c54e7
db13894479f8e42b7)
Sept. 17, 2012, 5:17
a.m. EDT

More New Jersey »
(/newsflash/index.ssf

/new-jersey)

AP Washington News

Romney looks to shift
direction of race
(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/romney-looks-
to-shift-direction-of-race
/78fa0ad0f4e24bc7ae546
dc5fea00e55) Sept. 17,
2012, 9:30 a.m. EDT

AP IMPACT: Varied
license laws for older
drivers (/newsflash
/index.ssf/story
/ap-impact-varied-
license-laws-for-older-
drivers
/58cdcf1ef54f42e9be884
4d69e6b6f13) Sept. 17,
2012, 4:19 a.m. EDT

Myanmar's Suu Kyi
begins landmark US visit
(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/myanmars-
suu-kyi-begins-
landmark-us-visit
/8fcbc063295f4ec88bf76
513a76ff3ce) Sept. 17,
2012, 3:59 a.m. EDT

More Washington »
(/newsflash/index.ssf

/washington)

AP Politics News

Romney looks to shift
direction of race
(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/romney-looks-
to-shift-direction-of-race
/78fa0ad0f4e24bc7ae546
dc5fea00e55) Sept. 17,
2012, 9:30 a.m. EDT

AP Sources: Obama
launches new China trade
action (/newsflash
/index.ssf/story
/ap-sources-obama-
launches-new-china-
trade-action

(/starledger/

• Times of Tre
(/times/)

• Jersey Jour
(/jjournal/)

• Gloucester 
(/gloucester/

REAL-TIME N

Breaking New
from The Star-

• The middle 
Trenton Mayo
(http://www
/the_middle_
AM

• Most popula
shooting deta
Giants upset 
(http://www
/most_popula
9:25 AM

• Mark in the
public concer
shooting (htt
/njv_mark_d
/mark_in_the
AM

Central Jersey
from The Times

• Outside Tre
patient's pills
/index.ssf/20
/outside_tren
AM

• North Trent
hours (http:/
/2012/09
/north_trento
AM

• Military Upd
October fees 
/mercer/inde
/military_upd
AM

Hudson Coun
from The Jerse

• Downtown 
Ward E counc
(http://www
/2012/09
/downtown_j
AM

• Jersey City 
(http://www
/2012/09
/jersey_city_
AM

• 400 turn ou
African Amer
(http://www
/2012/09
/400_turn_ou

Nearby vendors see boost from new Convention hall | nj.com http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/nearby-vendors-see-boost-f...

3 of 7 9/17/2012 9:58 AM



/532562403ce2487c8bf6
5a7245834b3a) Sept.
17, 2012, 3:26 a.m. EDT

African-American
Christians waver over
vote (/newsflash
/index.ssf/story/african-
american-christians-
waver-over-vote
/ebe1673d672949d19b7
830696fd265da) Sept.
16, 2012, 10:28 a.m.
EDT

More Politics »
(/newsflash/index.ssf

/politics)

AP Business News

1 year after
encampment began,
Occupy in disarray
(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/1-year-after-
encampment-began-
occupy-in-disarray
/0c7afe40407e43d3805b
93810d69925a) Sept.
17, 2012, 8:57 a.m. EDT

AP Sources: Obama
launches new China trade
action (/newsflash
/index.ssf/story
/ap-sources-obama-
launches-new-china-
trade-action
/532562403ce2487c8bf6
5a7245834b3a) Sept.
17, 2012, 3:26 a.m. EDT

'The Master' smashes
box-office records
(/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/the-master-
smashes-box-office-
records
/a7018237cbd2431b867
4127e5b980682) Sept.
16, 2012, 4:21 p.m. EDT

More Business »
(/newsflash/index.ssf

/business)

ADVERTISEMENT
• For the best price on a new
Ford click here (http://ads.nj.com
/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads
/www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf
/story/nearby-vendors-
see-boost-from-new-convention-
hall/8e8262b7a6bf4459bba1448d9818f3c7
/L30/1245675905/TxtLink1
/NJONLINE
/Holman01_NJ_ROS_Text
/sc10662.html
/687449334f3036304a77554141545a32)

• Jersey Shore Premium Outlets
120 Designer and Brand Name
Outlets Tinton Falls
(http://ads.nj.com/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/newsflash/index.ssf/story
/nearby-vendors-see-boost-
from-new-convention-
hall/8e8262b7a6bf4459bba1448d9818f3c7

AM

South Jersey 
from The Glouc

• Woodbury T
County banks
(http://www
/index.ssf/20
/woodbury_td
4:00 AM

• Annual Hist
Mott to featu
(http://www
/annual_histo
AM

• Vineland pe
by vehicle (h
/index.ssf/20
/vineland_pe

FORUMS

National New
• â³itt is ahea
(http://www
/index.ssf?ex
Amb-DEAD_
(http://con
DEAD_al-Q-
• Lots of stab
(http://www
/index.ssf?ex
kingmackII 
/user/kingm
• Boxer blast
/nationalnew
by kingmack
/user/kingm

MOR

Politics
• WOW, what
he know it?..
/politics/inde
Obamamyhe
/user/Obam
• Sure...just 
(http://www

Nearby vendors see boost from new Convention hall | nj.com http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/nearby-vendors-see-boost-f...

4 of 7 9/17/2012 9:58 AM



/L30/130023484/TxtLink2
/NJONLINE
/PrOutlets02_NJ_RoS_Text
/044323.html
/687449334f3036304a77554141545a32)

• Stress Factory Comedy Club
Celebrating 20 Year's of Laughter
(http://ads.nj.com/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/newsflash/index.ssf/story
/nearby-vendors-see-boost-
from-new-convention-
hall/8e8262b7a6bf4459bba1448d9818f3c7
/L30/388755671/TxtLink3
/NJONLINE
/StressF19_NJ_RoS_Text
/jc5358.html
/687449334f3036304a77554141545a32)

• JFK For Life Metabolic and
Surgical Weight Loss Program
(http://ads.nj.com/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/newsflash/index.ssf/story
/nearby-vendors-see-boost-
from-new-convention-
hall/8e8262b7a6bf4459bba1448d9818f3c7
/L30/845093429/TxtLink4
/NJONLINE
/Solaris14_NJ_RoS_Text
/th0367774.html
/687449334f3036304a77554141545a32)

/index.ssf?ex
(http://con
/index.html
• Ok but NBC
I... (http://w
/index.ssf?ex
Obamamyhe
/user/Obam

MORE P

Statehouse
• anyone see
/forums/state
/index.ssf?ex
TREEeditor2
/user/TREE
• NJ VOTERS
KILLED ON...
/statehouse/
by jakey (ht
/user/jakey
• Go see 201
Spend"... (ht
/statehouse/
by tomrepnj
/user/tomr

MOR

America At W
• ... (http://w
/iraq/index.s
HanSolo03 (
/user/HanS
• ... (http://w
/iraq/index.s
HateBush2 (
/user/HateB
• ... (http://w
/iraq/index.s
HanSolo03 (
/user/HanS

Nearby vendors see boost from new Convention hall | nj.com http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/nearby-vendors-see-boost-f...

5 of 7 9/17/2012 9:58 AM



Schools & Education
• For those interested, Ryan/Romney
/Republican... (http://www.nj.com/forums
/education/index.ssf?extlink?artid=86590) by
nj88aa (http://connect.nj.com
/user/nj88aa/index.html) 6:35 PM
• If you divide the $16 Trillion of debt
(http://www.nj.com/forums/education
/index.ssf?extlink?artid=86591) by nc002
(http://connect.nj.com/user/nc002
/index.html) 8:33 PM
• Ryan's Budget " At least it is a serious
plan"... (http://www.nj.com/forums/education
/index.ssf?extlink?artid=86593) by nj88aa
(http://connect.nj.com/user/nj88aa
/index.html) 9:58 PM

MORE SCHOOLS » (/forums/education/)

More Forums

• World Affairs (/forums/worldaffairs/)

• Immigration (/forums/immigration/)

• Just Jersey (/forums/justjersey/)

• Environment (/forums/environment/)

ALL FORUMS » (/forums/)

About NJ.com
(http://www.nj.com
/aboutus/)
Advertise with us
(http://www.nj.com
/advertise/)
Contact Us
(http://www.nj.com
/contactus/)

Jobs at NJ.com
(http://jobs.nj.com
/careers/company
/detail/id/134004)
Newsletters
(http://update.nj.com
/adv_nj/newsletters
/nj/subscribe.htm)
RSS feeds
(http://www.nj.com
/rss/)

Interact
(http://www.nj.com
/interact/)
Weather
(http://www.nj.com
/weather/)
Blogs
(http://www.nj.com

Search
(http://search.nj.com/)
Place an ad
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)
Sell your car
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)

About Us

More on NJ.com

N.J. News
(http://www.nj.com
/news/)
Local News
(http://www.nj.com
/local/)
N.J. Politics
(http://www.nj.com
/politics/)
Sports
(http://www.nj.com
/sports/)
High School Sports
(http://highschoolsports.nj.com/)
Entertainment
(http://www.nj.com
/entertainment/)
Living
(http://www.nj.com
/living/)
Business
(http://www.nj.com
/business/)
Opinion
(http://www.nj.com
/opinion/)

Shore
(http://www.nj.com
/shore/)
Obituaries
(http://www.nj.com
/obituaries/)
Jobs
(http://www.nj.com
/jobs/)
Autos
(http://autos.nj.com/)
Real Estate
(http://realestate.nj.com/)
Rentals
(http://realestate.nj.com
/for-rent/)
Classifieds
(http://classifieds.nj.com/)
Shopping Good
Deals
(http://findnsave.nj.com/)
Local Businesses
(http://businessfinder.nj.com/)
Special Sections
(http://sections.nj.com
/SS/Tiles2.aspx)

NJ.com Sections
The Star-Ledger (http://www.nj.com
/starledger/) | Subscribe
(http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10
/SubLedgeClick.html/)
The Times of Trenton
(http://www.nj.com/times/) | Subscribe
(http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10
/SubTimesClick.html/)
The Jersey Journal (http://www.nj.com
/jjournal/) | Subscribe
(http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10
/SubJournalClick.html/)
Gloucester County Times
(http://www.nj.com/gloucester/) |
Subscribe (http://ads.advance.net
/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads
/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE
/CLICK_NJ10/GloucesterClick.html/)
The News of Cumberland County
(http://www.nj.com/bridgeton/) |

Newspaper stories and photos

Nearby vendors see boost from new Convention hall | nj.com http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/nearby-vendors-see-boost-f...

6 of 7 9/17/2012 9:58 AM



(http://www.advancedigital.com/)

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (http://www.nj.com

/useragreement/) and Privacy Policy (http://www.nj.com/privacypolicy/) (Revised November 1, 2011)

© 2012 New Jersey On-Line LLC. All rights reserved (About Us (http://www.nj.com/aboutus/)).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with

the prior written permission of New Jersey On-Line LLC.

Community Rules (http://www.nj.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html) apply to all content you upload or

otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management. (http://www.nj.com/contactus/interactivity.ssf)

 Ad Choices (http://www.advance.net/advancedigitalUserAgreementPP/#opt_out)

/blogs/)
Premium Blogs
(http://www.nj.com
/blogs/premium/)
Site map
(http://www.nj.com
/siteindex/)
Claim your free
business listing
(http://mymarketplaceadmin.travidia.com
/registration
/default.aspx?_act=Display&
_con=Claim%20Your%20Listing.html&
mp=800101&
bl=&src=categories)

Sell/rent your home
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)
Post a job
(http://www.nj.com
/jobs/products
/index.ssf)
Post a free
classified ad
(http://www.nj.com
/classifieds/free/)
Apartments &
rentals
(http://realestate.nj.com
/for-rent)

Inside Jersey
(http://www.nj.com
/inside-jersey)

Become a blogger
(http://www.nj.com
/contribute/index.ssf
/2010/03
/be_a_blogger_on_njcom_1.html)
Submit your photos
(http://photos.nj.com
/photogallery
/upload.html)
Submit your videos
(http://videos.nj.com
/upload.html)

Forums
(http://www.nj.com
/forums/)
Register for free
with NJ.com
(https://signup.nj.com
/register/)
Submit an event
(http://www.nj.com
/myevent/)

Contribute to NJ.com

Follow Us
Twitter (https://twitter.com

/njdotcom) | Facebook
(http://www.facebook.com/NJ.com) |

Google+ (https://plus.google.com
/u/0/b/103270407631392618549
/103270407631392618549/posts)

Subscribe (http://ads.advance.net
/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads
/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE
/CLICK_NJ10/BridgeClick.html/)
Today's Sunbeam (http://www.nj.com
/sunbeam/) | Subscribe
(http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com
/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10
/SunClick.html/)
Hunterdon County Democrat
(http://www.nj.com/hunterdon-county-
democrat/)
The Messenger-Gazette
(http://www.nj.com/messenger-
gazette/)
The Warren Reporter
(http://www.nj.com/warrenreporter/)
Independent Press (http://www.nj.com
/independentpress/)
Suburban News (http://www.nj.com
/suburbannews/)
Cranford Chronicle (http://www.nj.com
/cranford/)
Learn more about our newspapers
(http://www.nj.com/newspapers/)

Mobile
Mobile site (http://mobile.nj.com/) |
iPhone, Android apps
(http://www.nj.com/mobile-device/) |
Tablet apps (http://www.nj.com/mobile-
device/)

Nearby vendors see boost from new Convention hall | nj.com http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/nearby-vendors-see-boost-f...

7 of 7 9/17/2012 9:58 AM


