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Galloway Township, NJ-  Kristen Grimm, president and founder of Spitfire Strategies, 
a leading national public relations firm that helps foundations and nonprofits create 
positive social change, spoke to 650 graduates plus families, friends and faculty at The 
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey’s Baccalaureate ceremony on Saturday 
morning. 
 
The commencement was one of two ceremonies held at the college Saturday, May 11, 
in which a total of more than 1300 members of the Class of 2013 graduated. Degrees 
for the Schools of Arts and Humanities, Business, Education, General Studies and 
Health Sciences were conferred in the morning.  

Grimm told the graduates she’d seen some mortarboards with “Now What?” written on 
top. 
 
“Yes, you have a college degree, and doors will open to you….But can you have it all? 
That’s the wrong question.” 
 
Grimm said the graduates can’t have it all, and recommended that they make “a bucket 
list” for things they want to do before they’re 30. 
 
Some things are better to do in your 20s, she said – like “start a band” or “take an 
ancient VW bug on a trip through South America.” 
 
The kind of things that might mean sleeping on a floor, like travel adventures or even 
volunteering for a political campaign for little or no money – are best done in your 20s,  
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Grimm said. 
 
She advised them to find their passion.  
 
“Don’t spend time on stuff you feel “eh” about,” Grimm said. She noted that her father 
wasn’t happy when she decided not to go to law school after having been accepted. But 
she realized it wasn’t really what she wanted to do – thinking about law school was “just 
a habit” left over from her childhood. 
 
Instead, she worked at a mall on weekends so she could intern at a public relations firm 
that advocated for human rights. Eventually she became the head of the firm, but by 
then, “I wanted to start my own company.” 
 
After 10 years, Spitfire Strategies has 40 employees, for whom she provides benefits 
even though firms with fewer than 50 workers are not required to do so, she said. 
 
Grimm said she was asked to testify before Congress on the issue of small businesses 
providing employee benefits and some members were amazed at what she was doing. 
 
“I do not get my values from the federal government,” she said. “I know what is right.”  

“If you can make America cleaner – do it,” she told the graduates. “If you see hate – 
stand up to it.”   

 
President Herman Saatkamp told the gathering, “Our students are promises we make to 
a future we will not see, and at this graduation, with these fine students, you can see 
that we are delivering on our promises.”   

He went on to say, “Each Stockton student is now an international student, connected to 
a global community and economy as never before.”   

“These new circumstances present challenges to education,” President Saatkamp also 
said, “but many of our core values remain the same:  

- Being able to communicate, collaborate, and be creative are central to success in 
life, particularly when they are shaped by an understanding and appreciation for 
the ways we gather information and knowledge about the natural world, human 
societies, and individuals.   

- By a sense of what enables societies to survive and to thrive. 
- By an understanding of values and art. 
- By establishing a life style that provides the possibility of living well and providing 

the same for future generations. 
- And by anticipating changes and adapting to changing circumstances.” 

 
“This is a day of celebration, of joy, of appreciation for those who made it possible for us  
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to be here and hope for the future,” President Saatkamp said.  “But I am going to 
introduce a serious concern in this celebratory setting that I hope will be received as a 
challenge.” 

“Here is an important message to our graduates:  having a college degree is not 
enough,” President Saatkamp said. “Having a college degree gets you a long way 
because you have the ability to continue to learn and the likelihood of living well.   

“Even so, there are no guarantees,” he said. “What is ahead of you is the delight of 
moving forward into a new life but it also includes persistence, diligence, hard work, and 
the task of getting along with others who may be different from you in a cosmopolitan 
world.” 

“Our future depends on you continuing to work on building communities of respect and 
honor.” 
 
The valedictorian at Saturday morning’s Baccalaureate commencement, Lynn 
Abrahamsen, of Jackson, Ocean County, graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Speech-Language Pathology and a minor in Spanish. She will be attending Kean 
University for a Master’s in Speech-Language Pathology in the fall. 

Abrahamsen invoked her major in talking about the importance of story-telling: “Today, I 
would like to assert that stories are the foundation of communication and they help us 
build relationships, preserve the past, and learn from the experiences of others.”  

“A compelling story has the power not only to inform but to persuade, evoke strong 
emotion, and build connections with others,” Abrahamsen said. “It also enables us to 
reflect upon life’s most memorable moments and consider what is truly important.  In 
fact, it is the need to help people tell their own stories that first attracted me to the field 
of speech pathology.” 

“Graduates, what moments at Stockton will you remember?” she asked. “As you 
graduate today, treasure your college stories and learn from the stories of others, but 
more importantly, use them to teach, persuade, inspire, and grow in your personal and 
professional endeavors,” Abrahamsen said.  

Kathryn Baker of Stokesdale, N.C. was the salutatorian for Saturday’s morning 
Commencement. 

Baker majored in French with minors in International Studies and Political Science. She 
will be teaching English in China with the Ameson Foundation's Ameson Year in China 
program later this year. 

Keynote speaker Grimm also received the college’s Distinguished Service award, 
presented by Trustee Madeleine Deininger, Class of 1980. 
 
In recommending the award, President Saatkamp noted that among her many 
accomplishments, “Ms. Grimm is the author of “Now Hear This: The Nine Laws of  
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Successful Advocacy Communications,” a mainstay of nonprofit communications today, 
and won the Silver Anvil for her work on SeaWeb’s Give Swordfish a Break campaign, 
which mobilized chefs across the country to stop serving swordfish until the U.S. 
adopted a sustainable fisheries management plan.” 
 
Student Kennis Bero sang the “Star Spangled Banner” at the morning ceremony, and 
student Reese Kielty performed the alma mater, “Our Stockton,” with words by  
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Creative Writing Stephen Dunn, who won the 
Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 2001; the music is by musician and reviewer Ellen Grolman. 
 
President Saatkamp thanked the Class of 2013 for its class gift, a clock for the Campus 
Center. 
 
In all, President Saatkamp presided over three commencement ceremonies at Stockton 
on May 10-11, with a record 1450 graduates receiving Baccalaureate, Master’s and 
Doctoral degrees.  

Four longtime members of Stockton’s faculty who are retiring were given Emeritus 
status at the two ceremonies: Dean Jan Colijn of the School of General Studies, Dr. 
Michael Geller, associate professor of Environmental Studies of the School of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics, Dr. Robert Helsabeck, professor of Sociology of the School 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Associate Professor Mary Ann Trail of the Bjork 
Library.   

 

Click link for photos from the morning Baccalaureate ceremony at Stockton College: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/stockton_edu/sets/72157633471359596/  

 

List of Graduates for all 3 Ceremonies: Click here for Excel file 
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